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Is this fire hazard out YOUR hack window?
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The concentration of flammable material in the fuel ~ With the trees frimmed up and the brush cut back

reak before it was cleared six years ago would the area looks like a park and allows firefighters
burn too hot to go near and even if a firefighter 1o set up an offensive front against a fire.

could get near the blaze it wouldn't make
difference, Fire Chief Mark D'’Ambrogi suid.
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* Tree Service * Brush Clearing
* Weed Abatement
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SIERRA NEVADA

Work begins on French Meadows

E_orest Restoration project

BY PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY

In June, crews broke ground on the French Meadows For-
est Restoration Project, a 28,000-acre forest health and resil-
ience project in the headwaters of the Middle Fork Ameri-
can River. Like many forests in the Sierra Nevada, the area
surrounding Placer County Water Agency’s (PCWA) French
Meadows Reservoir is at risk of uncharacteristic, high-sever-
ity wildfire. Following the King Fire in 2014, which burned
over 93,000 acres and threatened one of PCWA’s municipal
water sources, PCWA knew it had to act to protect its cus-
tomer’s water supply and investments.

Starting in 2016, PCWA joined with Placer County, The
Nature Conservancy, the United States Forest Service (Forest
Service), and the Sierra Nevada Research Institute to begin
studying the effect of forest treatments in PCWA’s water-
shed. That effort is now one of the nation’s first public-private
partnerships actively managing federal forests. The adjacent
land is privately owned by the American River Conservancy,
which is conducting its own treatment on that land. With
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limited Forest Service resources already engaged on other
forest resiliency projects, the diverse group of partners rolled
up their sleeves to design, manage, and fund the project in
close partnership with the Forest Service. In addition to the
project’s unique management and diverse fundraising, it is
noteworthy for its innovative implementation and research
aspect.

The French Meadows Forest Restoration Project will treat
over 12,000 acres with mechanical thinning, mastication,
hand thinning, reforestation, and aspen and meadow res-
toration under a Master Stewardship Agreement between
Placer County and the Tahoe National Forest. The plan for
2019 is to treat over 2,000 acres utilizing local, experienced
contractors, bringing more than 3.5 million board feet to a
local mill and over 10,000 tons of biomass to a local renew-
able energy facility; revenues from the sale of wood products
and biomass will be used to partially fund the project. In
addition, the project involves more than 7,000 acres of pre-
scribed burning, to be managed by The Nature Conservancy



and the Forest Service, including 200 acres planned in 2019.
Some of the forest will be left as is and used as a “control” to
quantify the project’s forest health and water supply benefits.

In addition to private funding raised by the project part-
ners, grants from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and CalFire
are helping to fund the $14 million project. Funds were also
provided through California’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund. In all, the project costs broke down to roughly one-third
local funds, one-third state funds, and one-third federal funds.

On the project, PCWA General Manager, Einar Maisch,
said, “The 2014 King Fire was a reminder of the devastating
effect wildfires have on water supply and water quality. The
massive erosion caused by the King Fire degraded streams and
damaged water, power, and transportation infrastructure, lead-
ing to millions of dollars of on-going clean-up costs for our
ratepayers and the general public. The state’s long-term water
security depends on healthy forests and watersheds.”

An informational video about the project is available on

PCWA’s YouTube channel: youtube.com/user/The PCWA

1

Find tips on how much water
you yard really needsiat
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QUESTION AND ANSWER WITH PCWA

Q & A with Einar Maisch,

How are PCWA's water supplies
this year?

I know it will come as no surprise
to those who live locally, but 2019 was
a great year for rain, snowpack, and,
therefore, PCWA’s water supplies.

As of mid-June, precipitation in our
watershed was about 113 percent of
normal; more impressively, howev-

er, was this year’s snowpack, which
peaked at just under 350,000 acre-feet,
in terms of water content. Put another
way, in early May, the Middle Fork
Project (MFP) watershed had just as
much water content in snow as our
two reservoirs hold in water, com-
bined. Maybe it goes without saying,
but we have plenty of water to meet
our customers’ needs and generate
clean and renewable hydropower.

Speaking of hydropower, what
does energy production look like
this year?

To accommodate the abundance
of water, in the form of snow and
precipitation, we've been operating the
reservoirs of the MFP at lower levels
continuously since the beginning
of the year; we expect high levels of
hydroelectric generation to continue
throughout the summer. Combined
with higher than normal energy pric-
es, early projections show strong hydro
revenues this year. In addition, all of
the recreational opportunities that the
MFP supports, like whitewater raft-
ing, will enjoy a long season as a result
of the abundance of water. All in all,
the MFP is performing very well.

What is the latest with the
PG&E bankruptcy? What does it

mean for PCWA’s water supply?
Well, as you noted, PG&E is

currently in
bankruptcy
proceedings
following a
number of
catastrophic
fires over
the last

few years.
PCWA
currently
has a contract with PG&E to pro-
vide around 90 percent of our water
supply from PG&E’s Drum Spaulding
project. While we are not aware of
any effort by PG&E to sell or divest
itself of the Drum Spaulding project,
you never know how things will play
out in a bankruptcy court proceeding.
Our hope is that PG&E comes out
of bankruptcy stronger and better

so we can continue our relationship.
However, we are also preparing for the
possibility that we, along with Nevada
Irrigation District, may need to ac-
quire the project if PG& E sells their
system. The Drum Spaulding is one
of the most complex water systems in
the world, and it must remain local-
ly-owned and locally-controlled.

With reference to fires, what
kind of efforts is PCWA
undertaking to protect the
watershed?

We are very excited to announce
that last month work began on the
French Meadows Forest Restoration
Project. This project is over two years
in the making and is a very innova-
tive approach to ensuring the forests
around our reservoirs are fire resilient.
Working with the U.S. Forest Service,
the project partners were able to start
forest thinning and ecological res-
toration on the federal lands around
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PCWA genera

manager

French Meadows Reservoir this June.
As we are all aware, our forests are
dangerously overgrown and our goal
is to treat and restore these lands to a
more fire-resilient state.

We have been hearing a lot
about a new water tax for
customers. What is the latest on
that proposal?

Yes, for the past couple years there
has been a push from the Legislature
in Sacramento to tax customers’ water
bills to pay for clean drinking water in
other parts of the state, mainly in the
San Joaquin Valley. While we support
the notion of all Californians to have
access to clean drinking water, a tax
is not the right solution. Thanks to
the advocacy efforts of PCWA and
other water agencies, I am happy to
report the Legislature rejected this
approach and crafted a proposal to use
the state’s General Fund, among other
sources, to fund needed projects for
the next decade.
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Q & A with Kirk Kushen, P

What is our wildfire risk looking
like for this year versus other
years?

Heavy rains have resulted in a very
heavy grass crop (the fine fuels have
already cured and are very receptive to
both ignition and to rapidly carry fire).
We also have abundant new significant
growth in the brush fuel modals that
will continue to dry out throughout the
summer and once ignited by the one
hour grass fuel models, this heavy brush
loading will fuel very hot fires that can
rapidly spread and contribute to in-
creased potential for the ladder fuels to
ignite timber fires that can run through
the canopy and become very difficult
extinguish and beyond our ability to
control.

With Camp Fire fresh in our
minds, is there anything the
community can do to prevent a
similar situation in Placer County?

We are all in this together as indi-
vidual landowners, neighbors, neigh-
borhoods, homeowners associations,
Firewise communities, fire safe councils,
local fire agencies, state and federal fire
agencies, etc.

We must start as individual home-
owners and be good stewards of our
own property and create good defensible
space clearances. We must harden our
homes to prevent ignitions by doing ev-
erything possible to separate our homes
and other improvements from the natu-
ral vegetation and any flammable ground
tuels. We should all go online to www.
readyforwildfire.org and download the
app on our devices to learn how to be
better prepared.

Placer County has an alerting sys-
tem called Placer Alert. It is critically
important for everyone to go online
and sign up for this emergency alerting
system I would suggest multiple noti-

QUESTION AND ANSWER WITH PLACER HILLS FIRE CHIEF

fications via
e-mail, phone,
cell, etc. to
ensure posi-
tive contact is
available on all
of your com-
munication
capabilities in
an emergency
citizens must
be prepared! Have a plan well in ad-
vance of the need for preparing to and
actually initiate an evacuation. Know the
various routed available to you and most
importantly follow the notifications
warnings and directions of your fire and
law enforcement personnel.

How much does a home with
100-feet defensible space help
firefighters save that house?

In a rapidly growing wildland fire,
there is always a time delay in mobiliz-
ing adequate resources to ensure we have
engines in place for protecting every res-
idence. Depending on fuel types, slope,
weather conditions and fire behavior
there are times that a fire front moves
through structures with such intensity
that it is not safe to have firefighting
personnel in place to protect individual
structures. In those circumstances, we
must enter the neighborhood follow-
ing the fire front and concentrate on
extinguishing fires as resources enter the
area. Those structures that have provid-
ed adequate defensible space, hardened
their homes and provided good separa-
tion between the fuels and their struc-
tures have a much higher likelihood of
surviving the flame front. When we are
in areas where we can stay and defend
structures, we evaluate the defensible
space surrounding the structures, access
and egress for our personnel and overall
personnel safety and survivability. Those

who have properly prepared their prop-

acer Hills fire chief

erty are in a position to have available
resources stay to protect their residences.

How will recent hires and funds
improve the effectiveness of the
fire department?

We are currently in the interim
budget development process and also
involved in labor negotiations for a new
MOU that had expired last December.
Our intent is to stabilize our staffing
with permanent, full-time positions and
mitigate high historical attrition. Having
a stable work force improves operational
effectiveness and provides the ability to
provide a highly trained staff with excel-
lent local knowledge of the geographical
areas served as well as the specific haz-
ards applicable to our communities.

What advantage is a designated
Firewise community?

Once communities receive their
official Firewise designation, there are
several insurance companies that offer
discounts off of their normal rate struc-
tures. Although this an important factor
that drives motivation for pursuing this
coveted designation, there are several
non-monetary ancillary advantages.

Mitigating the tremendous risks pres-
ent in most of our WUI communities
requires a collaborative effort

As I previously mentioned, reducing
the inherent hazards associated with
residential development in the WUI
begins with everyone working together
for successful outcomes ... individual
landowners, neighbors, neighborhoods,
homeowners associations, Firewise
communities, fire safe councils, local fire
agencies, state and federal fire agen-
cies. Firewise communities have been
a building block toward accomplishing
this desired end state that includes
defensible space clearance, preparedness
and public education.
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The Water-Wise Home
Each drop of water drawn from our local lakes, rivers and streams (S precious, Here are some ways to bath upgrade
your festyle with high-effciency products and ftures whil making water effiiency a vy of e
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2, Take five-minute showers Sws 35 gafons

1. Turm off the fascet when brushing testh or shaving
Sz § gl a0y

A, Fix lealey Taoats Saves 10 fo 15 galions poe ey ol

5. Pun the clolhes washer and dishwazer wiy when bl
Sxae? o 85 gelinns par bod o e Sowe 1) 10 30 gallons g
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B, Losk for and quickdy repair |saks in your kmigatien
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S 50 galions pach e i mipss

8, Check owt the Smart Sprinkler Schedaler st
BeWaterSmartinfo |o e a st waledns xhedue hassd
e theresihes

10, Stop rumatl Ve i severd sharter segments: sliowng winer
sk ittt P pe g o S 100 0 palienr wach
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Did you know..

Mozt household weter (132 occyiy outdpors?
Thiere aro lots of ways o savie bl oeing
et fficlunly in the jandcaps con mnke
tin Biggos: ditforunce of all.

WaterSense Faucet
Saves 660 gallons
per household

Kitchen Aerator

Saves 1.2 gallons per person/day

Eificient Dishwasher
Saves 3to 8 gatlons/load

Saves 15 galions per load

High-Efficiency Clothes Washer

WaterSense Toilet
Saves 16 gallons
per person/day

WaterSense Showerhead
Saves up to [ gallon per mintite

WaterSense Faucel
Saves 440 galions
per household

Bathroom Aeratar
Saves 1.2 gallons
per person/day

Mulch
Add 2-3 inches of arganic mulch
Saves 30 gallons per 1,000 sq. /.
gach time you water
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look for -'

WaterSense-labeled fixtures ensure

o D digpeiy -\@ :
efficiency and perlormance d P C,WA h SFE-:&Y“FITEa
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powanmet roseville.ca.us/en

Rain Sensor
Autamatically turns off your

sprinkler system wihen it rains
Sawes 4,300 gallons per year @

Drip Irrigation
Saves 15 gallons gach

tima you water @

Replace Grass with
Low-Water Trees & Plants
Saves 90 gallons per 1,000 sg.
ft. each time you water
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WATER: PROTECT AMERICAN RIVER CANYON

BY PROTECT AMERICAN RIVER CANYON

The American River watershed pro-
vides endless opportunities for outdoor
fun in a spectacular river canyon setting.
From majestic headwaters above Lake
Tahoe, through scenic foothill river can-
yons below the communities of Auburn,
Colfax and Foresthill, to Folsom Lake
and the lower American River, and finally
to the confluence with the Sacramento
River in Discovery Park, the North and
Middle Forks of the American River
offer some of the most beautiful and in-
viting recreational destinations anywhere
in northern California.

Many of the most accessible places
in the American River watershed are
found in the Auburn State Recreation
Area (“Auburn SRA”), Placer County’s
extraordinary recreational and historical
gem located in the heart of the Mother
Lode along 48 miles of the North and
Middle Forks.

Auburn SRA features countless miles
of trails enjoyed year round by hikers,

runners, equestrians and mountain bikers.

'The legendary Western States 100 Mile
Run and Tevis Cup 100 Mile Equestrian
Ride draw endurance competitors from
around the globe to the American River
canyons, and a number of other orga-
nized runs and bike rides have become
increasingly popular with local outdoor
enthusiasts.

Auburn SRA is also renowned for its
whitewater boating, attracting expert
kayakers to the challenging rapids of
the North Fork’s Chamberlain Falls and
the Middle Fork’s Tunnel Chute runs.
During the late spring and summer
months many people also enjoy these two
fabulous river stretches on rafting trips
led by the region’s many commercial out-
fitters. Popular with private boaters are
the less challenging but equally satisfying
lower stretches of both rivers, as well as
the Confluence to Oregon Bar run.

For many visitors to Auburn SRA,
there is no greater pleasure than jumping
into an American River swimming hole
on a hot summer day. The river’s cool

10 FIRE AND WATER | Summer 2019 | SUPPLEMENTTO GOLD COUNTRY MEDIA

water brings instant relief from the heat,
and swimming in the crystal clear water
surrounded by steep forested canyon
walls tends to produce a deep sense of
exhilaration. Other popular recreational
activities in the park include fishing and
gold panning, as well as rock climbing at

the Hawver Cave-Limestone Quarry on
the Middle Fork.

Detailed descriptions of Auburn
SRA's best trails and whitewater boating
adventures can be found in The American
River, an Insider’s Guidebook, and the
companion Auburn SRA Trails and River
Map, both published by Protect Amer-
ican River Canyons (PARC). PARC is
an Auburn-based non-profit organization
that for more than 40 years has worked to
protect the natural and cultural resources
of the American River and its canyons, as
well as to enhance canyon-based recre-
ation opportunities for the public.

More information about PARC,
including how to obtain a copy of the
guide book and map, can be found on the
PARC website at parc-auburn.org.
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Tractors » Mowers ¢ Utility Vehicles

OPERATETD

GOLD COUNTRY TRACTOR

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Serving the Foothills for 39 years

530.823.1200 530.272.7251
10230 Ophir Rd. 418 E. Main St.
NEWCASTLE GRASS VALLEY

I('J b 2 I.qa www.goldcountrytractors.com

PLACER INDEPENDENT
RESOURCE SERVICES

A Nonprofit, Non-Residential, Independent Living Center
Serving People with Disabilities in Placer, El Dorado & Alpine Counties

Our mission is fo advocate, empower, educate the community
and provide services for people with disabilities, enabling
them to control their alternatives for independent living.

11768 Atwood Road #29, Auburn

(530) 885-6100
TTY 530-885-0326 =PIRS:

TOLL FREE 1-800-833-3453
WWWw.pirs.org

“If It Has To Do With Fire & Water,

We Can Do It!”

Fire Hoses, Fire Nozzles, Water Tanks & More!

» Irrigation Supplies
» Water Storage Tanks 3
» Goulds Pumps .
» Name Brand Plumbing Fixtures

» Fertilizers & Soil Amendments

» Sprinkler Systems & MUCH MORE!
» Delivery Service Available!

Largest Sprinkler & Drip
Irrigation Supplier ¢
" in the Area!

8]

825 Nevada St., Auburn = 885-8475
* Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm = Sat 8am-5pm
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FIRE: DEFENSIBLE SPACE

BY SCOTT SERENBETZ, BUSHWACKERS, INC.

You may think the worst thing about
your overgrown property is that it’s
simply an ugly mess. But did you know
that the same conditions that make it
unattractive also make it a fire hazard?
All it takes is one spark to ignite a
patch of brush or pile of dried leaves
and the resulting damage to your land
— or worse, to your home — can be
devastating.

Take a look at the following list to
identify if there are hazardous condi-
tions on your property.

I Lack of “defensible space,” which
is simply the area around your house
where the plant material has been
modified to reduce wildfire intensity.
Contact your local fire safe council or
CalFire for defensible space require-
ments.

i Dead plant material on the property
including dead trees and shrubs, dead
branches lying on the ground or still
attached to plants, yellowed and dried
grasses, leaves and brown needles.

I Height of grasses, shrubs and flow-
ers exceeding 18 inches.

I Masses of plants or brush, referred
to as a “horizontal layer” of vegetation.

I Too many flammable shrubs, includ-
ing manzanita, bear clover/mountain
misery, buck brush, Scotch/Spanish
broom, juniper, blackberry and incense
cedar.

I Trees and plants at varying heights
located next to each other, referred to as
“ladder fuel.” Flames will “climb” up the

ladder created by the varying heights.

i Sloped areas on your property can
have an influence on fire behavior. The
steeper the slope, the faster the fire
will spread. South- and southwest-fac-
ing slopes tend to have drier material.
Once you've set out to tackle hazardous
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vegetation, carefully evaluate the risk
of doing the work yourself before you
assume it’s a good idea.

Do you have access to the appro-
priate equipment and safety gear?
Will steep or rocky terrain, equipment
operation or exposure to poison oak
and rattlesnakes compromise your
safety? Many people try to perform the
work themselves to save money. In the
interest of getting the job done correct-
ly, safely and in a timely manner, don't
skimp on your budget, even if it means
that spending a little more to get help
from a professional service company.

Finally, implement an annual main-
tenance routine to keep your property
safe. Every year, revisit the things that
make your property a fire hazard and
address those that need attention. Re-
member, there’s a bonus in making your
property fire safe — it’s bound to look
better and be more usable, too.

For more information, contact Scott Serenbetz,
president of Bushwackers, Inc.



MAIDU FIRE STATION

Fire-resistant, water-W|se garden makeover

BY PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY

When 14-year old Cody Hansen of
Rocklin heard about the potential to
makeover the thirsty turf at Auburn’s
Maidu Fire Station into a fire-resistant,
water-wise landscape, he knew the task
would be perfect for his Eagle Scout

community service project.

“I knew this would be the one,” said
the ninth grader at Whitney High
School. “It’s the opportunity to show
the community how to create a fire-
wise and water-wise landscape that
hopefully people can do at their own
homes.”

Cody and fellow Eagle Scout can-
didate David Hurren, an eighth grader
at Spring View Middle School, are
partnering with Placer County Wa-
ter Agency (PCWA) and the City of
Auburn Fire Department to transform
the fire station’s expansive swath of
lawn along Auburn Folsom Road into
a beautiful demonstration garden. The
project is part of their application to
earn the rank of Eagle Scout, the high-
est rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of
America.

“I'm excited to be a part this com-
munity project that will be here for
years to come,” said David.

When finished, the landscape
will feature more than 100 beautiful
flowers, plants and shrubs that are both
fire-resistant and water-wise, as well
as an efficient irrigation system that
includes subsurface drip irrigation and
a weather-based sprinkler timer. The
ultimate goal is to create a long-term
educational resource for the community
to enjoy.

“Fire is a real danger that we are
all familiar with,” said Matt Young,
PCWA Director of Customer Services.
“The exciting aspect of this project is
the community support and involve-
ment to showcase a fire-wise landscape

while refreshing a small corner of
Placer County.”

'The project is ambitious and will
require countless hours to secure and
manage donations of materials and vol-
unteers. Several businesses have already
stepped in to offer their services and
products, including Yamasaki Land-
scaping in Auburn (landscape design
plan); Mid-City Nursery and Village
Nursery (plants); and Hunter Industries
(irrigation system and controller).

Over the next several months, Cody
and David will continue their work
to secure donations of materials and
volunteers. The existing lawn and plants
will be removed in August and Septem-
ber, followed by installation of plants,
the irrigation system and mulch in
October. The entire project is expected
to be completed by November.

'The boys are looking for help install
the plants. “I hope many volunteers
from the community will come out to
help with the garden and also learn
what they can replicate at their own

homes,” Cody said.

For more information about the fire
station landscape makeover, including
the landscape plan, plant list and details
about volunteering, please visit pcwa.
net.

What is fire-resistant, water-wise
landscaping?

A fire-resistant landscape features plants less
likely to catch fire placed in ways to resist the
spread of fire to a home. These plants can be
damaged or even killed by fire, but their foliage
and stems are less likely to significantly contribute
to the fuel and fire’s intensity as long as they are
properly maintained, pruned and watered. Fire-re-
sistant plants are great in California, because
they are often native and/or drought tolerant, too.

These beauties are both fire- and

water-wise

Some of the beautiful plants and flowers planned

for the Fire Station landscape include:

Berberis Thunbergil ‘Rose Glow’ / Rosy Glow
Barberry

Buddleja Davidii ‘Dwarf Plum’ / Dwarf Plum
Butterfly Bush

Dites Vegeta / African Iris

Salvia Greggi ‘Furmans Red’ / Furman’s Red
Salvia

Cotoneaster Dammeri ‘Coral Beauty’ / Bearberry
Cotoneaster

Centranthus Ruber / Red Valerian

State-of-the-art irrigation

The garden will feature state-of-the art drip irriga-
tion and a WaterSense-labeled weather-hased
sprinkler timer. The drip irrigation, placed below
the soil surface in a grid pattern, will deliver
water at the root zone with zero evaporation. The
sprinkler timer will use local weather conditions to
deliver just the right amount of water plants need
to be healthy.

SUPPLEMENTTO GOLD COUNTRY MEDIA | Summer 2019 | FIRE AND WATER | 13



HARDEN YOUR HOME

COURTESY CALFIRE

Flying embers can destroy homes up to a mile from a
wildfire. “Harden” your home now before a fire starts by using
ember-resistant building materials.

Here are some things you can do to harden your home and
make it more fire resistant.

Roof

The roof is the most vulnerable part of your home. Homes with wood or
shingle roofs are at high risk of being destroyed during a wildfire. Build
your roof or re-roof with materials such as composition, metal or tile.
Block any spaces between roof decking and covering to prevent embers
from catching.

Nevapa City

: ®
) ENGINEERING, Inc/\f\k

ENGINEERING ¢ SURVEYING ¢ PLANNING
Conserwve

California

Andrew Cassano
Land Surveyor/Land Planner

John Baker

Survey Coordinator

Dan Hoagland
Land Surveyor
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Soke in the Ain Got You Down?

Call the professionals at Forster Heating
to help keep your indoor air smoke free!

Serving Auburn and Surrounding Area since 1979

¥ Heating & Air Conditioning M Fireplaces
I Sheet Metal M Planned Service Program
[ Financing & Rebates

9410 Crater Hill Rd., Auburn, CA 95603
530-888-1163

www.forsterheating.com




Vents

Vents on homes create openings for flying embers. Cover all vent
openings with 1/8-inch to 1/4-inch metal mesh. Do not use fiberglass
or plastic mesh because they can melt and burn. Protect vents in
gaves or cornices with baffles to block embers (mesh is not enough).

Eaves and soffits
Eaves and soffits should be protected with ignition-resistant* or non-
combustible materials.

Windows

Heat from a wildfire can cause windows to break even before the home
ignites. This allows burning embers to enter and start fires inside.
Single-paned and large windows are particularly vulnerable. Install
dual-paned windows with one pane of tempered glass to reduce the
chance of breakage in a fire.

Consider limiting the size and number of windows that face large
areas of vegetation.

Walls

Wood products, such as boards, panels or shingles, are common siding
materials. However, they are combustible and not good choices for
fire-prone areas.

Build or remodel your walls with ignition resistant™ building materials,
such as stucco, fiber cement, wall siding, fire retardant, treated wood,
or other approved materials. Be sure to extend materials from the
foundation to the roof.

Decks

Surfaces within 10 feet of the building should be built with ignition-
resistant®, non-combustible, or other approved materials. Ensure that
all combustible items are removed from underneath your deck.

Rain gutters
Screen or enclose rain gutters to prevent accumulation of plant debris.
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Patio cover
Use the same ignition-resistant™ materials for patio coverings as a
roof.

Chimney

Cover your chimney and stovepipe outlets with a non-combustible
screen. Use metal screen material with openings no smaller than 3/8-
inch and no larger than 1/2-inch to prevent embers from escaping and
igniting a fire.

Garage

Have a fire extinguisher and tools such as a shovel, rake, bucket, and
hoe available for fire emergencies. Install weather stripping around
and under the garage door to prevent embers from blowing in. Store all
combustible and flammable liquids away from ignition sources.

Address
Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road.

*|gnition-resistant building materials are those that resist ignition or sustained burning when exposed
to embers and small flames from wildfires. Examples of ignition-resistant materials include “non-
combustible materials” that don’t burn, exterior grade fire-retardant-treated wood lumber, fire-retardant-
treated wood shakes and shingles listed by the State Fire Marshal (SFM) and any material that has been
tested in accordance with SFM Standard 12-7A-5.
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PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM THE GROUND UP

Byers is celebrating 30 years of keeping families safe and smart. This fire season take control of your land by
clearing debris and creating a defensible space around your home. Protect your house by clearing accumulated
sticks and leaves from your roof and gutters.

ENGLERT Land Clearing &
L G—'al‘ dﬁ (] Byers ‘ Wildfire Prevention

Byers Leaquard gutters prevent leaves, sticks and Sometimes, the job of clearing debris is more than you can handle.
debris from accumulating causing fire hazazard. Our team uses specialized machinery and years of experience to
No leafs, no clogs, NO danger create defensible space and make your home safer.

ThatsByers.com/firesafe 7 Family
Guarantee
LearGuard# Roofing Solar Skyights Whole House Fans Land Clearing Since 1987

800.977.5323 Byers.
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